Cut the Dust

Campaign to Tackle Deadly Silica Exposure

Did you know

Cutting roof tiles releases respirable crystalline
silica (RCS) dust (typically 30 - 45% silica content)
and can lead to lung cancer, silicosis,
emphysema, and chronic respiratory disease.

Your legal duty

Under the Control of Substances Hazardous to
Health (COSHH) Regulations, employers must
prevent or adequately control exposure to
hazardous substances, including silica dust.
This is not optional.

Information available

‘Cut the Dust’ is a campaign providing resources to help every individual
operating, manufacturing, or distributing tiles, slates and mortar to
understand, identify, and prevent exposure to silica dust in roofing.

Just because the risk may be invisible, the consequences are not.

The “Cut the Dust’ pledge calls on roofers, contractors, principal
contractors, and suppliers to commit to:
® Controlling every cut—no uncontrolled dry cutting
® Using water suppression or on-tool extraction
® Wearing suitable respiratory protective equipment (RPE):
minimum FFP3 where required
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Eliminating dry sweeping and blowing of dust
Training teams and challenging unsafe practices.
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